Story 1:

Jaya (mother), Sada (father), their two children- Sameer (son, 14) and Sulabha (daughter, 12), stay in a city. Apart from Sameer all the three are infected with HIV and are on ART. Jaya and Sada are constantly worried about not letting anyone know about their infection. Apart from the parents only Sada's brother and Jaya's brother and  sister know about this.
Sada came to know about his own infection 10 years ago when he suffered from herpes zoster. Sada works as an accounts assistant in a private company. He felt that if anyone came to know about his HIV infection he would lose his job. He knew, it was illegal to remove anyone from the job on the basis of HIV status, but he was not sure if private companies followed any rules and regulations. They might remove him from the job on the pretext of some other cause. So he decided not to tell anyone about it. Given a choice he would have preferred even not to tell his and Jaya's siblings but when a doctor told him that infected persons die in six months; he got concerned if there would be anyone to look after Sameer. He told them but made them take an oath that they would not tell anyone. He also asked his children to keep it a secret that they take medicines. If Sulabha were not infected Sada and Jaya would never have thought of telling them at all. They felt, “children are naive and do not understand whom to say what.”  Jaya is extremely sensitive about Sulabha. She feels that Sulabha is a very innocent girl and would talk to her friends about it.
It was fine till the children were young but now they have grown up. They have not been told about any details. Even though both parents understand the need to tell Sulabha but they lose the courage when they try to imagine the process. 

 Now a day Sulabha has started asking questions.   "I am fit and fine, I do not get even common ailments then why do I have to keep taking those medicines?” She complains, “No parent will give such medicines to their children if they are not sick, then why me? I don't like taking medicines". Every time Sulabha raises such queries her mother starts crying. Seeing her mother cry Sulabha keeps quiet. 
Sulabha had seen a lot of advertisements about HIV on the streets and on the television. If someone talked about it, she said," what is there to fear about in HIV? One should take the medicines and live comfortably." Her aunt once asked her, “What if you had the infection? Will you be able to live comfortably?” Sulabha got distressed. She got up and left the room without saying anything. Witnessing this incident Sada feels that she might know about her infection already and it is now their responsibility to tell her everything.  Jaya does not agree with this. She feels they should hide it as long as possible.
Jaya does not send Sulabha anywhere, not even to her brother’s place. Though her brother knows about it, she is scared of the reaction of the sister in law. When Sulabha demands anything her mother cannot say no to that. She does not do so with Sameer. Sameer senses this difference and feels sad about it. Today when Jaya got a new dress for Sulabha just because she had to visit a marriage ceremony, it went beyond his patience. He told his mother to get him a new bicycle right then otherwise he would tell everyone that they take some medicines every day.
