Joint Declaration of Pope Francis and Patriarch Kirill

February 15, 2016
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NTERRELIGIOUS DIALOG - Pope Francis and Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill of Moscow
and All Russia
met in Havana, Cuba on Friday (12 Feb) to sign
an historic joint declaration.

The official English translation of the full joint declaration is below:

Joint Declaration of Pope Francis and Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father and the fellowship of the
holy Spirit be with all of you” (2 Cor 13:13).

1. By God the Father’s will, from which all gifts come, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
with the help of the Holy Spirit Consolator, we, Pope Francis and Kirill, Patriarch of Moscow and
All Russia, have met today in Havana. We give thanks to God, glorified in the Trinity, for this
meeting, the first in history.

It is with joy that we have met like brothers in the Christian faith who encounter one another “to
speak face to face” (2 Jn 12), from heart to heart, to discuss the mutual relations between the
Churches, the crucial problems of our faithful, and the outlook for the progress of human
civilization.
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2. Our fraternal meeting has taken place in Cuba, at the crossroads of North and South, East
and West. It is from this island, the symbol of the hopes of the “New World” and the dramatic
events of the history of the twentieth century, that we address our words to all the peoples of
Latin America and of the other continents.

It is a source of joy that the Christian faith is growing here in a dynamic way. The powerful
religious potential of Latin America, its centuries–old Christian tradition, grounded in the
personal experience of millions of people, are the pledge of a great future for this region.

3. By meeting far from the longstanding disputes of the “Old World”, we experience with a
particular sense of urgency the need for the shared labour of Catholics and Orthodox, who are
called, with gentleness and respect, to give an explanation to the world of the hope in us (cf. 1
Pet 3:15).

4. We thank God for the gifts received from the coming into the world of His only Son. We share
the same spiritual Tradition of the first millennium of Christianity. The witnesses of this Tradition
are the Most Holy Mother of God, the Virgin Mary, and the saints we venerate. Among them
are innumerable martyrs who have given witness to their faithfulness to Christ and have
become the “seed of Christians”.

5. Notwithstanding this shared Tradition of the first ten centuries, for nearly one thousand years
Catholics and Orthodox have been deprived of communion in the Eucharist. We have been
divided by wounds caused by old and recent conflicts, by differences inherited from our
ancestors, in the understanding and expression of our faith in God, one in three Persons –
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We are pained by the loss of unity, the outcome of human
weakness and of sin, which has occurred despite the priestly prayer of Christ the Saviour: “So
that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you … so that they may be one, as
we are one” (Jn 17:21).

6. Mindful of the permanence of many obstacles, it is our hope that our meeting may contribute
to the re–establishment of this unity willed by God, for which Christ prayed. May our meeting
inspire Christians throughout the world to pray to the Lord with renewed fervour for the full unity
of all His disciples. In a world which yearns not only for our words but also for tangible gestures,
may this meeting be a sign of hope for all people of goodwill!
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7. In our determination to undertake all that is necessary to overcome the historical divergences
we have inherited, we wish to combine our efforts to give witness to the Gospel of Christ and to
the shared heritage of the Church of the first millennium, responding together to the challenges
of the contemporary world. Orthodox and Catholics must learn to give unanimously witness in
those spheres in which this is possible and necessary. Human civilization has entered into a
period of epochal change. Our Christian conscience and our pastoral responsibility compel us
not to remain passive in the face of challenges requiring a shared response.

8. Our gaze must firstly turn to those regions of the world where Christians are victims of
persecution. In many countries of the Middle East and North Africa whole families, villages and
cities of our brothers and sisters in Christ are being completely exterminated. Their churches
are being barbarously ravaged and looted, their sacred objects profaned, their monuments
destroyed. It is with pain that we call to mind the situation in Syria, Iraq and other countries of
the Middle East, and the massive exodus of Christians from the land in which our faith was first
disseminated and in which they have lived since the time of the Apostles, together with other
religious communities.

9. We call upon the international community to act urgently in order to prevent the further
expulsion of Christians from the Middle East. In raising our voice in defence of persecuted
Christians, we wish to express our compassion for the suffering experienced by the faithful of
other religious traditions who have also become victims of civil war, chaos and terrorist violence.

10. Thousands of victims have already been claimed in the violence in Syria and Iraq, which
has left many other millions without a home or means of sustenance. We urge the international
community to seek an end to the violence and terrorism and, at the same time, to contribute
through dialogue to a swift return to civil peace. Large–scale humanitarian aid must be assured
to the afflicted populations and to the many refugees seeking safety in neighbouring lands.

We call upon all those whose influence can be brought to bear upon the destiny of those
kidnapped, including the Metropolitans of Aleppo, Paul and John Ibrahim, who were taken in
April 2013, to make every effort to ensure their prompt liberation.

11. We lift our prayers to Christ, the Saviour of the world, asking for the return of peace in the
Middle East, “the fruit of justice” (Is 32:17), so that fraternal co–existence among the various
populations, Churches and religions may be strengthened, enabling refugees to return to their
homes, wounds to be healed, and the souls of the slain innocent to rest in peace.
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We address, in a fervent appeal, all the parts that may be involved in the conflicts to
demonstrate good will and to take part in the negotiating table. At the same time, the
international community must undertake every possible effort to end terrorism through common,
joint and coordinated action. We call on all the countries involved in the struggle against
terrorism to responsible and prudent action. We exhort all Christians and all believers of God to
pray fervently to the providential Creator of the world to protect His creation from destruction
and not permit a new world war. In order to ensure a solid and enduring peace, specific efforts
must be undertaken to rediscover the common values uniting us, based on the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

12. We bow before the martyrdom of those who, at the cost of their own lives, have given
witness to the truth of the Gospel, preferring death to the denial of Christ. We believe that these
martyrs of our times, who belong to various Churches but who are united by their shared
suffering, are a pledge of the unity of Christians. It is to you who suffer for Christ’s sake that the
word of the Apostle is directed: “Beloved … rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings
of Christ, so that when his glory is revealed you may also rejoice exultantly” (1 Pet 4:12–13).

13. Interreligious dialogue is indispensable in our disturbing times. Differences in the
understanding of religious truths must not impede people of different faiths to live in peace and
harmony. In our current context, religious leaders have the particular responsibility to educate
their faithful in a spirit which is respectful of the convictions of those belonging to other religious
traditions. Attempts to justify criminal acts with religious slogans are altogether unacceptable.
No crime may be committed in God’s name, “since God is not the God of disorder but of peace”
(1 Cor 14:33).

14. In affirming the foremost value of religious freedom, we give thanks to God for the current
unprecedented renewal of the Christian faith in Russia, as well as in many other countries of
Eastern Europe, formerly dominated for decades by atheist regimes. Today, the chains of
militant atheism have been broken and in many places Christians can now freely confess their
faith. Thousands of new churches have been built over the last quarter of a century, as well as
hundreds of monasteries and theological institutions. Christian communities undertake notable
works in the fields of charitable aid and social development, providing diversified forms of
assistance to the needy. Orthodox and Catholics often work side by side. Giving witness to the
values of the Gospel they attest to the existence of the shared spiritual foundations of human
co–existence.
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Read full text

Source: news.va, 12/02/2016
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