Story 4:

Sara has a 16 year old daughter, Meena. When Meena was 4 years old they came to know that Puru, Sara’s husband was infected with HIV. He did not survive. He was working as a supervisor in a government office. After him Sara was offered a post at the office.  It is not a very well paid job but at least expenses on food and medicines are taken care of. Sara was tested and was found to be HIV infected. The doctor started her treatment well in time. That time Meena was very healthy so Sara did not bother to test her despite the doctor’s advice.
When Meena was 14, she was diagnosed to have tuberculosis; she was then put on treatment. The doctor then insisted that Meena should be tested for HIV. Meena too was found to be infected. After investigating her CD4 and some other tests the doctor put her on ART. Now Meena has recovered from T. B.  During her illness Meena was lagging in her studies and Sara had stopped her from going to the school.  Now the girl has re-joined her school. 
Meena wants to study pharmacy but for that she will have to go to the city and stay in a hostel.  Sara does not want to send her anywhere. She wants to register Meena's name when she is 18 in a marriage bureau so that she can get her married to some HIV infected person. She feels Meena will start getting sexual feelings soon and will feel attracted towards some man. “Now she denies it but who can tell what will happen in future? It would be good to get her married before she starts thinking about sex.” She adds futher, “ Meena should behave properly, should not think about falling in love and having sex before marriage."  "Who will bear the expenses of the hostel and education? Even now we have to borrow money for incidental expenses. How will Meena take her medicines in front of other girls? It is not easy to live in a city- away from home. she will also have all the attractions and will be influenced by other girls in the hostel." Sara is perplexed with all sorts of doubts. Sara feels that they are poor and poor people should not live an indulgent life. When it comes to the planning for future for Meena the mother feels there could not be any better plan for the future for a girl like Meena than to getting married with an infected person and looking after her household.  
